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Ever tentatively throw an item into a recycling bin, hoping it'll be recycled, but not
totally sure it will? We can help!

In high school during the 1990s, | was part of the environmental club. Our main activity involved visiting
elementary schools in our town to teach students about recycling. At the time, reduce-reuse-recycle

https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/how-to-recycle/ 114


https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvkf0mMBMB2mveszxEMEc3SQZZlJD--DFOWk9xbU_jRGL16fJzanuLbiMnd-NjFnrcb7iYs5MLV1NU5X14hAbQC7X9h2CpNmeBzuojmZCm4TmcknzhBCtkK4jPPaW3V3KHQGx4wpL8FE7rdDSiAnU7LfFQRvyekdrjDNf-t2tGwMkM4qVnFUxLypNEg_gorUhPu3A&sai=AMfl-YRjwHNoVJKRp363WalrEU68IXmQuUYSu88xatyw9joPvz_EK8gWe-htSBhxBZd8yNAn7RyrLC3OHIw7K5R8E4EVwAp2D9mfUVSiYwW8HLgqzeg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPLaHo6Lx1rB&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hY3Mub3Jn&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3D15f5b268-c740-40b2-a06f-41a678d09683%26ag%3D8tvhzys%26sfe%3D17c15020%26sig%3DQd-dwswZZ3sLHVD-4XJJSH0QqRYqLXUfUCrb6WT4jX4.%26crid%3D71a628ss%26cf%3D4800082%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dwww.familyhandyman.com%26rcats%3D%26mste%3Dwww.familyhandyman.com%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Dtrustedmediabrands%26uhow%3D37%26agsa%3D%26wp%3D1.6747829%26rgz%3D33176%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DWindows%26os%3DWindows10%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D1%26rlangs%3Den%26mlang%3D%26did%3D%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D23.950000000000045%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26c%3DCg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEgdGbG9yaWRhGgM1MjgiBU1pYW1pOAFQAYABAYgBAZABAbABALoBBAgCGAKSAiNmaG1fZGVza3RvcC92aWRlb2FydGljbGUvcHJlYXJ0aWNsZdgCiA7gAogO-AIBgAMBiAMCkAMBmAMDoAMguAPH0ATCAxTWbMRgAoIxz8Mg80mCa9iwg2wayA..%26dur%3DCh0KB3Bjb25ibWgQ35gCIg4Ine7YhgESBG5vbmUwAQo_CiJjaGFyZ2UtYWxsRG91YmxlVmVyaWZ5Qm90QXZvaWRhbmNlIhkI5___________ARIMZG91YmxldmVyaWZ5CkgKIWNoYXJnZS1hbGxNb2F0Vmlld2FiaWxpdHlUcmFja2luZyIjCKX__________wESDm1vYXQtcmVwb3J0aW5nKgYIoI0GGAwQ35gCMiQyN2UwMTY3ZC02OTNiLTRlMDUtYjBlMi00NDkyNmJhMzExNTg4AQ..%26durs%3DYUm43P%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26testid%3Diavc1%2520%26fpa%3D838%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3D3371d40fb6ef24%26auct%3D1%26us_privacy%3D1---%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://axial.acs.org/publishing/acs-diversity-inclusion-cover-art-series-2023%253Futm_source%253Dpcm%2526utm_medium%253Ddigital_ads%2526utm_campaign%253DPUBS_0323_JEW_AWIS_Campaign__Multiview%2526src%253DPUBS_0323_JEW_AWIS_Campaign__Multiview
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvkf0mMBMB2mveszxEMEc3SQZZlJD--DFOWk9xbU_jRGL16fJzanuLbiMnd-NjFnrcb7iYs5MLV1NU5X14hAbQC7X9h2CpNmeBzuojmZCm4TmcknzhBCtkK4jPPaW3V3KHQGx4wpL8FE7rdDSiAnU7LfFQRvyekdrjDNf-t2tGwMkM4qVnFUxLypNEg_gorUhPu3A&sai=AMfl-YRjwHNoVJKRp363WalrEU68IXmQuUYSu88xatyw9joPvz_EK8gWe-htSBhxBZd8yNAn7RyrLC3OHIw7K5R8E4EVwAp2D9mfUVSiYwW8HLgqzeg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPLaHo6Lx1rB&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hY3Mub3Jn&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3D15f5b268-c740-40b2-a06f-41a678d09683%26ag%3D8tvhzys%26sfe%3D17c15020%26sig%3DQd-dwswZZ3sLHVD-4XJJSH0QqRYqLXUfUCrb6WT4jX4.%26crid%3D71a628ss%26cf%3D4800082%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dwww.familyhandyman.com%26rcats%3D%26mste%3Dwww.familyhandyman.com%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Dtrustedmediabrands%26uhow%3D37%26agsa%3D%26wp%3D1.6747829%26rgz%3D33176%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DWindows%26os%3DWindows10%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D1%26rlangs%3Den%26mlang%3D%26did%3D%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D23.950000000000045%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26c%3DCg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEgdGbG9yaWRhGgM1MjgiBU1pYW1pOAFQAYABAYgBAZABAbABALoBBAgCGAKSAiNmaG1fZGVza3RvcC92aWRlb2FydGljbGUvcHJlYXJ0aWNsZdgCiA7gAogO-AIBgAMBiAMCkAMBmAMDoAMguAPH0ATCAxTWbMRgAoIxz8Mg80mCa9iwg2wayA..%26dur%3DCh0KB3Bjb25ibWgQ35gCIg4Ine7YhgESBG5vbmUwAQo_CiJjaGFyZ2UtYWxsRG91YmxlVmVyaWZ5Qm90QXZvaWRhbmNlIhkI5___________ARIMZG91YmxldmVyaWZ5CkgKIWNoYXJnZS1hbGxNb2F0Vmlld2FiaWxpdHlUcmFja2luZyIjCKX__________wESDm1vYXQtcmVwb3J0aW5nKgYIoI0GGAwQ35gCMiQyN2UwMTY3ZC02OTNiLTRlMDUtYjBlMi00NDkyNmJhMzExNTg4AQ..%26durs%3DYUm43P%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26testid%3Diavc1%2520%26fpa%3D838%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3D3371d40fb6ef24%26auct%3D1%26us_privacy%3D1---%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://axial.acs.org/publishing/acs-diversity-inclusion-cover-art-series-2023%253Futm_source%253Dpcm%2526utm_medium%253Ddigital_ads%2526utm_campaign%253DPUBS_0323_JEW_AWIS_Campaign__Multiview%2526src%253DPUBS_0323_JEW_AWIS_Campaign__Multiview
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/at-home-with-family-handyman-streaming/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/handymanpro/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/new-homeowners-guide/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/projects/
https://diyuniversity.com/index?utm_campaign=diyu_20230913_mainnav&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=fhm.com&utm_placement=mainnav
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/shopping/?int_source=direct&int_medium=fhm.com&int_campaign=shopping_mainnav
https://order.familyhandyman.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=FHM&cds_page_id=257843&int_campaign=fhm_20221014_mainnav&cds_response_key=IB7ADU103&int_source=direct&int_medium=fhm.com&int_placement=mainnav&int_keycode=IB7ADU103
https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/practical-gifts/?int_source=direct&int_medium=fhm.com&int_campaign=fhm_holidaygifts_mainnav
https://www.familyhandyman.com/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/topics/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/topics/green-living/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/author/sw-121859/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/11-things-you-didnt-know-about-recycling/
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
https://www.familyhandyman.com/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssmu87yWVfUC8KjM-IsIUcYalMvDhTQdH6NWGwM9tzcfYY59ukkP8JVa1wY0CuVDu1Ilpigsnl6riBBjj0yxl5atqFyUeJN1yB5pPWZIxA41FzGFnPtWVlMxvBF9AqbClyxSmmRCjYZ4BqqXbblSNGDdIqp05gjZ3EO0ocolULAG7FlfU4WvEnMKZ-35zOtcbOV3Unn-xzdgQE655zJLZCv2F65eu8IwBBVGRqT3XuEn37-tYOxLqDMjKBinZjdLCCHAWs7LqbDW3jI9MsrmP98OmtFXTdShdMHIor4oBtUsbpKbp5bAiZaUiqSykn5dk0SMOKfU_qbfeA91vZm-zVPEweqh1Ckz9YilwwL_XMlavNrdBnfQWC0&sai=AMfl-YTFvlGMfb3UAL2L-0nqtY7Tyn0owDovnSEcuNVLWIBzqCs6vIq8F8L1GbiHg4Sp8CK-4R32mfvF8fTQX8d1E5vNNfIFnxEpoGGwaVi6zAj_BlxC2NGu-_okMelabXH0ZS2eh7X6&sig=Cg0ArKJSzL7uWOdnPjNVEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/practical-gifts/?utm_campaign=20231101_FHMgiftguideGAM&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=fhm.com&utm_placement=headerdesktopinterior
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssmu87yWVfUC8KjM-IsIUcYalMvDhTQdH6NWGwM9tzcfYY59ukkP8JVa1wY0CuVDu1Ilpigsnl6riBBjj0yxl5atqFyUeJN1yB5pPWZIxA41FzGFnPtWVlMxvBF9AqbClyxSmmRCjYZ4BqqXbblSNGDdIqp05gjZ3EO0ocolULAG7FlfU4WvEnMKZ-35zOtcbOV3Unn-xzdgQE655zJLZCv2F65eu8IwBBVGRqT3XuEn37-tYOxLqDMjKBinZjdLCCHAWs7LqbDW3jI9MsrmP98OmtFXTdShdMHIor4oBtUsbpKbp5bAiZaUiqSykn5dk0SMOKfU_qbfeA91vZm-zVPEweqh1Ckz9YilwwL_XMlavNrdBnfQWC0&sai=AMfl-YTFvlGMfb3UAL2L-0nqtY7Tyn0owDovnSEcuNVLWIBzqCs6vIq8F8L1GbiHg4Sp8CK-4R32mfvF8fTQX8d1E5vNNfIFnxEpoGGwaVi6zAj_BlxC2NGu-_okMelabXH0ZS2eh7X6&sig=Cg0ArKJSzL7uWOdnPjNVEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/practical-gifts/?utm_campaign=20231101_FHMgiftguideGAM&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=fhm.com&utm_placement=headerdesktopinterior
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssmu87yWVfUC8KjM-IsIUcYalMvDhTQdH6NWGwM9tzcfYY59ukkP8JVa1wY0CuVDu1Ilpigsnl6riBBjj0yxl5atqFyUeJN1yB5pPWZIxA41FzGFnPtWVlMxvBF9AqbClyxSmmRCjYZ4BqqXbblSNGDdIqp05gjZ3EO0ocolULAG7FlfU4WvEnMKZ-35zOtcbOV3Unn-xzdgQE655zJLZCv2F65eu8IwBBVGRqT3XuEn37-tYOxLqDMjKBinZjdLCCHAWs7LqbDW3jI9MsrmP98OmtFXTdShdMHIor4oBtUsbpKbp5bAiZaUiqSykn5dk0SMOKfU_qbfeA91vZm-zVPEweqh1Ckz9YilwwL_XMlavNrdBnfQWC0&sai=AMfl-YTFvlGMfb3UAL2L-0nqtY7Tyn0owDovnSEcuNVLWIBzqCs6vIq8F8L1GbiHg4Sp8CK-4R32mfvF8fTQX8d1E5vNNfIFnxEpoGGwaVi6zAj_BlxC2NGu-_okMelabXH0ZS2eh7X6&sig=Cg0ArKJSzL7uWOdnPjNVEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/practical-gifts/?utm_campaign=20231101_FHMgiftguideGAM&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=fhm.com&utm_placement=headerdesktopinterior
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssmu87yWVfUC8KjM-IsIUcYalMvDhTQdH6NWGwM9tzcfYY59ukkP8JVa1wY0CuVDu1Ilpigsnl6riBBjj0yxl5atqFyUeJN1yB5pPWZIxA41FzGFnPtWVlMxvBF9AqbClyxSmmRCjYZ4BqqXbblSNGDdIqp05gjZ3EO0ocolULAG7FlfU4WvEnMKZ-35zOtcbOV3Unn-xzdgQE655zJLZCv2F65eu8IwBBVGRqT3XuEn37-tYOxLqDMjKBinZjdLCCHAWs7LqbDW3jI9MsrmP98OmtFXTdShdMHIor4oBtUsbpKbp5bAiZaUiqSykn5dk0SMOKfU_qbfeA91vZm-zVPEweqh1Ckz9YilwwL_XMlavNrdBnfQWC0&sai=AMfl-YTFvlGMfb3UAL2L-0nqtY7Tyn0owDovnSEcuNVLWIBzqCs6vIq8F8L1GbiHg4Sp8CK-4R32mfvF8fTQX8d1E5vNNfIFnxEpoGGwaVi6zAj_BlxC2NGu-_okMelabXH0ZS2eh7X6&sig=Cg0ArKJSzL7uWOdnPjNVEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/practical-gifts/?utm_campaign=20231101_FHMgiftguideGAM&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=fhm.com&utm_placement=headerdesktopinterior

12/25/23, 1:55 PM Homeowner's Guide on How To Recycle

was the crux of environmentalism.

Since then I've been an avid recycler. | always encourage family and friends to toss their soda can or
plastic water bottle in the correct recycle bin to help save the planet.

We generate A LOT of trash. Municipal solid waste in 2018 hit 292.4 million tons or 4.9 pounds per
person per day, according to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Of that, 69
million tons (or 25%) was recycled.

Recycling, of course, means collecting and processing materials that would otherwise be thrown away
as trash and turning them into new products. Although it's preferable to reduce energy and pollution
by not creating the waste in the first place, recycling can reduce the need for virgin materials, and save
the energy required to extract and manufacture them.

Many people aren't clear on what can and can't be recycled, leading to contamination of the recycling
stream. Each municipality or building may have different recycling guidelines, so be sure to ask or look
them up online. Also, you can find recycling facilities in your area on these searchable databases:
Call2Recycle, Earth911 and GreenerGadgets.

To avoid “wishcycling,” i.e. putting something in the recycling bin in the hope it can be recycled, let's
review the following tips for recycling common household goods.
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How To Recycle Paper

Most curbside recycling programs accept paper, but check to be sure. Look for drop-off locations as
well. In general, if you can tear the paper, it can be recycled.

According to the American Forest & Paper Association, common recyclable paper products include

writing paper, notebooks, stationery, newspaper, magazines, catalogs, white office paper, envelopes
and paper padded mailers.

Make sure paper products are dry and clean. For paper with sensitive information, like bank
statements, cross out numbers and identifying details with a black marker for security. Also keep in
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mind it's more difficult to recycle shredded paper. If you shred, it's better to throw it away.

How To Recycle Cardboard

Most curbside recycling programs accept corrugated cardboard (shipping boxes) and paperboard
(cereal and juice boxes), but check for local guidelines. Look for drop-off locations as well. Always flatten

boxes before placing them in the recycle bin.

Make sure the cardboard is dry; cover your bin in case it rains. While it's important to remove materials
inside the box, like packing peanuts, plastic bags and bubble wrap, it's OK to leave on tape and labels.

For pizza boxes, cut out any oil stains before recycling.

How To Recycle Plastic
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Recycling plastic can get tricky because there are so many types. Best to find the resin number printed
in a triangle on the product and confirm which numbers are accepted by your local recycling program.
The EPA offers the following resin guidance:

No. 1 PET (polyethylene terephthalate): Soda, juice and water bottles, fruit and vegetable
clamshells, plastic peanut butter and mayonnaise jars.

No. 2 HDPE (high-density polyethylene): Milk bottles, cleaning product bottles (especially harsh
chemicals like bleach or ammonia), soap and shampoo bottles, laundry detergent bottles.

No. 3 PVC (polyvinyl chloride): Yard signs, plumbing pipes, garden hoses and cables, toys and
food wrap.

No. 4 LDPE (low-density polyethylene): Dry cleaner bags, bread bags, zip-top bags and shopping
bags.

No. 5 PP (polypropylene): Food takeout containers, margarine and yogurt containers, straws, ice
cream tubs, Tupperware and other plastic food containers and bottle caps.
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¢ No. 6 PS (polystyrene): Styrofoam containers, packing peanuts, burger clamshells and coffee cup
lids.

e No. 7 Other (BPA, Lexan and polycarbonate): Anything marked as “bioplastic” or “compostable
plastic,” baby bottles and sippy cups, water cooler jugs, car parts and fibers.

How To Recycle Aluminum

Aluminum is one of the most recycled materials. It can be recycled repeatedly, according to The
Aluminum Association.

Cans (soda cans, paint cans, canned goods, aerosol cans) are typically recycled through curbside pickup
and drop-off locations. Tabs and lids made of aluminum can also be recycled. Ask if aluminum foil, pie
plates and trays are accepted.

Be sure to clean the items before placing them in the recycle bin. If foil is combined with other
materials and can't be separated, then it needs to go in the garbage.

How To Recycle Glass
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Glass is also a common item recycled in curbside programs. Rinse out bottles, jars and containers to
reduce contamination; remove plastic or metal lids; and avoid throwing broken glass in recycle bins for
safety reasons.

Clear, green and amber glass is widely accepted. Ask your municipality about other color glass.

Other glass products like windows, windshield glass, eyeglasses, oven-safe dishes, Pyrex and mirrors
can't be placed in a typical recycle bin. Ask about special recycling programs for these products.
Unfortunately, frosted glass can't be recycled.
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How To Recycle Fabric

Although most textiles are recyclable, few curbside recycling programs take them. Pre-consumer
textiles (yarn and fabric) and post-consumer textiles (clothing, bed linens, cloth napkins, towels, etc.)
can be recycled and turned into automobile cushions, insulation, paper, wiping cloths, carpet padding,
baseball filling, pillow stuffing, pet beds and more.

Many thrift stores and consignment shops will take clothing. If they can’t resell it, it goes off to a
recycling facility. Brands like Patagonia and Eileen Fisher offer take-back programs. Also, check out
American Recyclers and TerraCycle.

Finally, you can search for textile recycling facilities near you, and ask if you can drop off your items
directly.

How To Recycle Batteries

Throwing away batteries in regular trash is a safety hazard. The EPA recommends they be recycled

instead. Few municipalities allow residents to put batteries out with their weekly recycling, but many
designate a drop-off location for them.

You may be asked to separate batteries by type (alkaline, lithium, or nickel metal hydride) and seal
them in a clear plastic bag. Also, check with stores like The Home Depot and Lowe's.

For vehicle batteries, check with the car manufacturer, battery manufacturer, your local mechanic or
local auto parts stores like AutoZone and O'Reilly. Finally, there are some mail-in programs as well:
Call2Recycle’'s smallest Battery & Cellphone Recycling Kit, The EasyPak Micro Battery Recycling
Container from TerraCycle Regulated Waste and Cirba Solutions WeRecycle Kits.

How To Recycle Electronics
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Small and large electronics can be recycled, but not in your curbside recycle bin. Smaller ones like cell
phones, tablet computers, MP3 players and digital cameras contain valuable metals like copper and
gold, and lithium or nickel and cadmium batteries. Look for mail-back programs to recycle these
products.

Large electronics that plug in like televisions, copiers, printers, audio receivers and amplifiers can also
be recycled. Most electronics companies partner with retailers to make recycling convenient for
consumers. Best Buy, for one, allows customers to recycle up to three items per household per day.

How To Recycle Oil

Different types of oil can be recycled.

Once filtered and cleaned, cooking oil can be recycled to make cosmetics, stock feed and biodiesel.
Store cooled oil in a glass jar for up to a month, then drop it off at a recycling center that accepts it.

Motor oil can also be recycled. Capture all the oil in its original container or one made of polyethylene.
Store in a cool, dry place until you're ready to drop it off. Some curbside recycling programs will accept
oil. If not, ask about a drop-off location. Also, check with AutoZone or other auto parts stores.

Keep in mind motor oil mixed with other fluids is not recyclable.

How To Recycle Yard Debris
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Check if your municipality offers curbside yard waste recycling, or if you can take it to a local recycling
center.

If your community offers green bin recycling for organic waste, you can throw in grass clippings,
flowers, leaves, ivy, untreated wood and weeds. Do not put the following items in the green bin: soil, old
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planter pots, animal feces, poison oak or ivy, rocks and treated wood. Place invasive species, harmful
plants like poison ivy and diseased plants in the regular trash.

If all else fails, hire a yard cleanup service to collect the materials and make sure they're recycled.

How To Recycle Metal

Many types of metal can be recycled, including aluminum, steel, chromium, copper, lead, cadmium,
iron, brass, nickel, tin, cast iron and zinc.

The following can't be recycled: metals containing mercury or lead; paint cans with traces of paint; pots
and pans; propane gas tanks; and anything radioactive. Ask your local municipality about metal
recycling. You could also sell it to a scrap yard or local scrap metal buyers so the material can be
recycled, repurposed, donated or upcycled.

How To Recycle Tires
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Instead of your old tires ending up in a landfill or junkyard where they can leach toxins, recycle them.
Tires have so many valuable components that can be reused — rubber, synthetic polymers, steel,
textiles, fillers like carbon black and amorphous precipitated silica, anti-ozonants and curing systems
like sulfur and zinc oxide.

Most curbside collection programs don't pick up tires with your regular recycling, so call your

municipality for direction. If you have your tires changed at an auto shop or bicycle shop, ask if they'll
recycle them.

How To Recycle Hazardous Waste
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The EPA considers household products that are corrosive or toxic, or can catch fire, react, or explode, as
household hazardous waste.

These include automotive products like antifreeze, motor oil, oil filters, gasoline, polishes and waxes;
batteries; electronics; fluorescent light bulbs and compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs); thermometers and
thermostats with mercury; paint products; garden chemicals like pesticides, herbicides, fertilizer and
insecticides; syringes and needles; swimming pool chemicals; and other household chemicals like toilet
bowl cleaner, shower/tile cleaner, carpet cleaner and rust removers.

You can't place these items in your regular recycling bin. Instead, look for special collection events in
your community or collection centers that accept hazardous household waste. There are also private
collection services, like WMAtYourDoor.com. See previous sections for more details.

Originally Published: August 23, 2023

Sandi Sandi Schwartz is a multi-award-winning author of the book "Finding Ecohappiness:
Fun Nature Activities to Help Your Kids Feel Happier and Calmer" and a freelance

Schwartz
journalist specializing in sustainability, home and garden, green living, nature, and

wellness. Her work has been featured in The Washington Post, National Geographic,
Yahoo!, BobVila.com, Earth911, mindbodygreen, Verywell, and many more
publications. She enjoys relaxing walks and bike rides, nature art, and her new

meditation garden.
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