2019 $100,000 Grant Recipient

Palm Beach Dramaworks” One Humanity Tour:
Raising Awareness about Human Sex Trafficking

By Sand| Scnwartz

Did you know that Florida is the thed-largest hub for hurman traffickeng in
the country and that Pam Beach County consistantly recards the thied-
highest number of cases of human trafficking in the state?

Human trafficking is the recruitment, harbonng, transeormation, provision,
ar obtaining of anceher person far the purpose of exploting that person for
onher Commercial s ACTrity of labor senices through the use of foece,
fraud, or coeraon. There are an estimated $00.000 650,000 victims of
human trafficking in the United States, and shockingly 13 is the average
3¢ of childwen forced into thase hanific dtuations

Traffickers tend to target vulnerable populations, such as those
pparrcing  wolation,  emotional  dstress,  homelossness,  fTamily
dysfunction, substanco abuse, dsablities, those who identdy ac LOBTQ,
poverty, neglect. history of foster care. ard history of juvenie justice
nvalvement. Victims are aften reached through sccial media and online
gorre partals or publc apps. In fact, spproximately one in seven youths (10
10 17 yoars okl recowe a saxual salicitation of are appeoached by aduis
aver the mternet at sorme pont

This uncomfortatie topc is often swepl under the rug becsuse nobody
axpects & to affoct their family ar community. That is why Impact 100
grant in 2019 for Palm Beach Dramawarks' One Humanity Tour is so vital
and powartis far our kacal communty. With the marto “Thaater To Think
Apout” Palm Beach Cromaworks is a professional theater compary In
Wast Palm Beach that has an educaticnal engagament program fociused
an using the power of storyteding and perorming arts to provde free,
eNgeging progranmm 1o students arownd pertnent ethcol dilemmass and
soclal topics
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rafficking Experts focus on T
Qgrade because the average age of sex
wralficked chidren in Painm Geecs
County is 12.13 yoars oid Ao, puberny
s the time when children tend 0
N away from thow parencs and
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"We are committed to our
motto to provide performance
to young people to make them
think_ The play teaches Kids
about the dangers of social
media and helps them think
more critically.”

Gary Cadwallader.

Director of Education

Palm Beach Dramaworks
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YOoung people to make thern thnk, The pley tesches kicks sbowt the dangers of
SOCinl Madia and helos Thiem Think snces crmically ™




The play involves theee vudnerable teens sharing their firsthand storles of
being trafficked. “The play ® s0 powerful becsuse these dialogues are
based on real starkes from intendews with trafficked women,” Gary sait In
addition, Live to Tell wes created with assstance from the Pam Beach
County Sharif's Office human Trafficking Task Farce. the West Palm Beach
Police Department SVU, The National Center for Misaing and Exploited
Chiidren, and the Human Traffickong Coaltion of the Palm Beaches.

The peogram s more than semply a play. ARor mugdents watch the
porformance, there Is a group discussion to explore key messages and
what students can do in such situstions. Students e the production
with o heightened awareness of walneratilites and sk factors, incduding
the dangers of social medis and other cnline ineraction A teacher

guide with ¥ ities I ko o d to schools What's
maore, the program eddresses Florida Stote Stendords  including
responsible decision making, relatlnship skills, social awaranacs, salf-
management, and self-ywareness.

Several impact 100 Paim Boach County leaders had the opportunity to
view 8 dress rehearsal of the play. They were blaown sway by the
parformance and realzed how compeiling and pawerful the stories ane.
“we oll had such on emotonal reaction Lo thi, bug It ik hard 1o put inta
words” shared Joanne Graker. The danges is o different than cbvious
stranger danger from years aga Social media makes it much more
frigening ™ Lisk Mulball added. The founders all agree that they are so
gratefut far the education thes program provides 10 our cormmunity since it
couls NApEen 10 any of us.

Although the project hit sorme schedule changes due to Covid, over 3500
students have seon LIwe 10 Tall so far and provided feedback about how
impoctful and eye-cpering it was. Whie the gront period is over, Impact
WOs invalhvemant will 1k on. JoAnne axplained, "Tha fact that wa ddn't
aet many perfarmances during the periad of the grant doean't negate the
valuo of what was produced Bocause Palm Boach Dramawerks will
continue to wapport the play and it wil be performed in s future season for
PE— e T T

Palm Beach Dramanworss o Ty
cammitted to doing this annually
and in perpetuity,” Casy
ocknowiodged. Thoy comtinue to
1R Suppart, such &5 u grant from
the Natianal Endowmant for the Arts

Several Impact 100 PRC

founders attended a dress
rehearsal of the play. “The
danger is so different than

obwious steanger danger from
years ago. Social media makes
it so much more frightening.”
Lisa Mulhall added. Lisa
Mulhall is one of the limpact
100 PBC's founders who
attended, along with

Tamdy Robinson and Ciucdy
Krebsbach.

To suppert Palm

10 wxpard the play 1o the northen
part of the county. Gary shared that
there is  ako & vy  esciting
appotunity an tha hxiran a8 &
publsher has expressed nterest in
Fernsing Live 1o Teld 50 That sseyons
n the world can have access to it It
would be very exoiting if what Irmpact
100 holped croate was availablke for
the potre world 1o see ”

Beach Dramaworks,

phegss visit palmbeschdrarmaworks org,

Resources to report human trafficking:
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IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

« youcarstopht.com

- 24 Hour Human Trafficking Hotling: -
O00-373-7000 or  text the DeFree
Tautline Text “BeFree” (233733)

210 A locol Community Helpline and
Crigs Hotlina. Tha canng staff members
ol 20 peovide  Ciss  interention,
nformation aseesemont, and reforrale
0 avaleble community resources and
servces.  Visit  2lipelmbeschorg  for
additional indormation



